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Hôtel Mont-Tremblant 1900 is 
living history, and a delight to 
think about at the dawn of a new 
year.

The rambling building has 
been at the heart of the Trem-
blant community for more than a 
century.

But, which Tremblant commu-
nity? The Laurentian municipal-
ity encompasses five sectors, each 
with its own character:

 ■ Tremblant Resort, the busy 
slopeside village of hotels, shops, 
bars, restaurants and top skiing 
and riding, is a hub for year-round 
entertainment that includes zip-
lining, concerts, wine tastings, lake 
cruising and golf. Nearby is inter-
national car racing.

 ■ Downtown Mont Tremblant, 
known for 100 years as St-Jovite, is 
the gateway service town on Route 
117, a busy crossroads of big-box 
stores and main street boutiques.

 ■ Domaine St-Bernard, a pastoral 
paradise for cross-country skiers, 
borders the Rivière du Diable and 
is so far from city lights that it is 
home to the stargazing Pavillon 
d’astronomie Velan.

 ■ Across the mountain lies Parc 
national du Mont-Tremblant, a 
wilderness that has been some-
what tamed for sports, fishing and 
wildlife observation.

 ■ Mont Tremblant Village was 
founded in the late 1800s on the 
shore of Lac Mercier, near Rivière 
du Diable. Today it’s a mix of coun-
try homes, B&Bs and a few out-
standing enterprises that draw a 
sophisticated clientele, including 
the chic Boutique de Ski Daniel 
Lachance and the rustic-gourmet 
Restaurant Patrick Bermand.

E A R LY  DAY S
The P’tit Train du Nord arrived 
on the shore of Lac Mercier 
around 1900, serving remote 
chemical and lumber plants. At 
this point, Hôtel Mont-Trem-
blant was not yet a hotel — it was 
housing for workers.

The P’tit Train gradually 
spawned vacation villages and 
resorts throughout the Lauren-
tians, and the workers’ apart-
ments in Tremblant Village were 
rebuilt as Hôtel Lac Mercier in 
1918, welcoming the new railway 
tourists.

By the 1930s the P’tit Train was 
known as the Snow Train, which 

carried Nordic skiers from Mon-
treal. But skiing and après-ski hit 
new heights with the downhill 
movement.

During the winter of 1932-
1933, Alec Foster installed North 
America’s first lift in Shawbridge, 
a rope tow powered by a car 
engine, and Tremblant’s devel-
oper Joe Ryan built Canada’s first 
chairlift for the 1938-1939 sea-
son. Lac Mercier Inn changed its 
name to Hôtel Mont-Tremblant 
to capture the spirit of the new 
development.

Eventually, the railway lost 
traction with the debut of the 
Laurentian Autoroute during the 
1950s. Passenger service ground 
to a halt in the 1980s, and the 
Linear Parc P’tit Train du Nord, 
a cycling and cross-country ski 
trail, took over the tracks during 
the 1990s.

Today, Mont Tremblant Vil-

lage is a low-profile tourist town 
where clapboard cottages from 
another era have been turned 
into B&Bs and bistros. Hôtel 
Mont-Tremblant 1900 and its 
Resto-Pub Au Coin are the social 
hubs.

Philippe Laudat has owned the 
hotel for nearly 20 years and now 
has some special co-workers.

“My three daughters have come 
on-board, so I am very excited,” 
said Laudat. 

“It’s truly a family business.”
The 21-year-old twins, Sharlee 

and Adélaïde, handle the pub, and 
Maéva, 23, works the front desk.

B E D  A N D  B O U F F E
The 19-room hotel is in transition. 
With major updates, it is evolv-
ing into a pleasant, budget-priced 
getaway.

The establishment is enter-
ing 2016 with a rebuilt wing that 
has wide corridors, high ceilings 
and contemporary rooms with 
new features — flat-screen TVs, 
better windows, soundproofing 
and ceramic bathrooms with glass 
showers. The un-renovated rooms 
are rather outdated and plain, but 
clean and serviceable for skiers 
and riders who want the basics.

“The new wing adds modern 
appeal to the charm of an old 
hotel,” said Maéva Laudat. “We’re 
more competitive now — guests 
like the TVs and the simple, 
uncluttered look.”

The hotel’s Resto-Pub Au Coin, 
a vintage tavern with beautiful 
woodwork, is where the action is. 
There are 10 beers on tap, includ-
ing the blond Au Coin microbrew, 
and another big draw is the pool 
table, which is free.

Au Coin serves an all-day, 
all-evening menu of wraps and 
paninis, fresh salads, onion soup, 
steak-frites, fish ’n’ chips and 
eight kinds of burgers including 

veggie and blue cheese. All the 
dishes cost $10-$15. The pub’s 
special features comfort dishes 
like braised pork, chili con carne 
or Guinness stew, and includes 
a glass of wine or draft beer for 
$20. The afternoon tapas menu 
includes coconut shrimp, cala-

mari, charcuterie and cheeses.
The evening table d’hôte ($20-

$40) includes starters like mâche 
salad with duck confit or escar-
gots in pastry, followed by main 
courses of pasta, lamb, roasted 
salmon, seafood and a specialty of 
Angus prime rib for two.

G R E AT  L O C AT I O N
Hôtel Mont-Tremblant 1900 
now is a two-star lodge out of a 
possible five on Quebec Tour-
ism’s scale, but it might inch up to 
three stars when the overhaul is 
complete.

In my book, this handy inn rates 
a high-five for its pivotal location, 
honest food and good prices. The 
Linear Parc P’tit Train du Nord 
runs right by the hotel. Next door, 
Place de la Gare houses an art gal-
lery showcasing local talent. Plus, 
there is skating almost across the 
street when Lac Mercier is frozen.

The ski-friendly municipal 
shuttle bus stops near the hotel. 
It’s $3 for the four-kilometre ride 
to Mont Tremblant.
Rochelle@rochellelash.com
twitter.com/rochellelash

VINTAGE TREMBLANT INN GETS A MODERN SPIN

R O C H E L L E  L A S H
C h e c k i n g  I n

I F  Y O U  G O

Hôtel Mont-Tremblant 1900  
and Resto-Pub Au Coin, 
855-275-8585, 819-717-1410, 
hotelmonttremblant.net; 1900 
chemin du Village, Mont-Trem-
blant/Village sector.
Price: Watch for specials — 
second night at half-price or 
the third night for free. Bed & 
breakfast, weekday or weekend, 
$105-$135 for two, including 
Wi-Fi, bike and ski storage, 
parking. Gourmet Package adds 
table d’hôte dinner, from $86 
p.p., per night, double occ. Spa 
package, from $126 p.p., per 
night, B&B, table d’hôte dinner, 
plus access to Scandinave Spa.
Tremblant Resort (ski-ride-
activities): tremblant.ca,  
888- 738-1777. Tourism Trem-
blant area: 877-425-2434,  
mont-tremblant.ca

“It’s truly a family business,” says Philippe Laudat, who is renovating his inn and working with a new crew — his 
daughters, from left, Sharlee, Adélaïde, and Maéva.   J - F  L E C L E RC  

Winter Rates: Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $80.00 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $90.00/night
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free
WIFI. Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and always subject to availability.
Rates in effect November 1, 2015 through May 1,

2016. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt 7 (Shelburne Rd)
for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
www.greenmountainsuites.com

401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn
Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at $119/night
weekdays. Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite includes Fireside
Breakfast served each morning Includes Fireside Reception
with Beer, Wine and Dinner weekdays Heated Indoor Pool/
Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to University
Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during

select periods. Contact hotel for more information.

VERMONT

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
www.plattsburghbestvalueinn.com
19 Booth Drive, Plattsburgh, New York

518-563-0222
Toll free 1-800-358-2137

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $140 CDN (tax incl.) per room for 2 Nights.
Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more per
night. Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37
on I-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec. events do not apply. Up to

70% occ. daily. Based on availability.

NEWYORK

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or 1 night for $79.99
plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1 night stay with round trip

transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $119.00 plus
Tax. Rates based on double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/night.

Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot Breakfast,
Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wireless Internet
and a Business center. Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability.
Not valid on busy weekends. This promotion is available till 4/30/2016.

Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE
1016 Shelburne Road, South Burlington

1-802-862-6421

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls
and outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast,

High speed wireless internet and pets welcome.
Special rates for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night
for $69.99 USD Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD
per person/night. Pet Charge $10/pet/night.

Rates based on availability and not valid on busy
weekends. $129.00 for park & Fly.
Call 802-862-6421 for reservations

TRAVELODGETRAVELODGE

O T

QUALITY INN
2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne

855-547-2524

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

H ere’s an amazing itinerary at a fabulous last minute price for an ex-
tensive 52 day getaway on February 14. You’ll have 1 night pre cruise

in Singapore and 2 post in London with 49 days of very interesting sailing
in between. Ports include 9 nights in Indonesia, extra days in Singapore,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, India, Oman, Jordan, Italy, France and Spain before
disembarking the ms Rotterdam in Southampton. A well located ocean-
view stateroom is only $7399 CAD pp and includes a $1700 CAD travel
credit, a small onboard credit, the 4 star hotel stays and all taxes. We also
have deals on one day longer and
a 36 day option. There’s still time
to arrange the required visas.

CruisePlus is the largest independent agen-
cy in Canada for Holland America and we
offer better value, and even more importantly,
exceptional advice on their complete 14 ship
fleet. I began by chartering entire ships with
them 25 years ago and we’ve grown into a strategic marketing and
sales partner – bottom line is, please call us about any cruise. I am confident you will like
our prices and very friendly non-commissioned consultants!

Dave
Frinton
Co-Founder
& President
CruisePlus

Big Agency Deals…Small Agency Feel

1-800-854-9664
cruiseplus.ca.ca

New bookings only. Fares are per person in the currency noted, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled, subject to
availability at the time of booking and may be withdrawn without notice. Optional supplier charges may apply and are not included.

Amenities, if offered, are based on double occupancy. Ships’ registry: Netherlands. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPA #3325-0.

Dave’s Cruise Destinations

singapore to London

MeDiterranean

21 nights - ms Koningsdam
(brand new!)

April 5, 2016
– balcony stateroom (high category)
– 2 nights Rome hotel
– $800 CAD per person travel credit
– all taxes & more

$

4999CaD*

sYDneY to vanCouver

26 nights - ms Noordam
April 4, 2016

– balcony stateroom
(ask about suites!)

– 2 nights Sydney (4 star) hotel
– $1550 CAD per person travel credit
– all taxes & more

$

5799CaD*
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